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Gilad Erdan, Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations, addresses the United Nations Security Council at U.N. headquarters, Monday, March 25, 2024, 

after a vote that passed a cease-fire resolution in Gaza during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, its first demand to halt fighting. 
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U.N. demand for Gaza cease-fire provokes strongest clash 

between U.S. and Israel since war began

From Front

By EDITH M. LEDERER 

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The United Nations Security 

Council on Monday issued its 

first demand for a cease-fire 

in Gaza, with the U.S. anger-

ing Israel by abstaining from 

the vote. Israel responded by 

canceling a visit to Washing-

ton by a high-level delega-

tion in the strongest public 

clash between the allies 

since the war began.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu accused the U.S. of 

"retreating" from a "principled 

position" by allowing the vote 

to pass without conditioning 

the cease-fire on the release 

of hostages held by Hamas.

White House national secu-

rity spokesman John Kirby 

said the administration was 

"kind of perplexed" by Ne-

tanyahu's decision. He said 

the Israelis were "choosing to 

create a perception of day-

light here when they don't 

need to do that."

Kirby and the American am-

bassador to the U.N. said the 

U.S. abstained because the 

resolution did not condemn 

Hamas.

The 15-member council ap-

proved the resolution 14-0 

after the U.S. decided not 

to use its veto power on 

the measure, which also 

demanded the release of 

all hostages taken captive 

during Hamas' Oct. 7 surprise 

attack in southern Israel. The 

chamber broke into loud ap-

plause after the vote.

The U.S. vetoed past Security 

Council cease-fire resolutions 

in large part because of the 

failure to tie them directly to 

the release of hostages, the 

failure to condemn Hamas' 

attacks and the delicacy 

of ongoing negotiations. 

American officials have ar-

gued that the cease-fire and 

hostage releases are linked, 

while Russia, China and 

many other council mem-

bers favored unconditional 

calls for cease-fires.

The resolution approved 

Monday demands the re-

lease of hostages but does 

not make it a condition for 

the cease-fire for the month 

of Ramadan, which ends in 

April.

Hamas said it welcomed 

the U.N.'s move but said 

the cease-fire needs to be 

permanent.

"We confirm our readiness 

to engage in an immediate 

prisoner exchange process 

that leads to the release of 

prisoners on both sides," the 

group said. For months, the 

militants have sought a deal 

that includes a complete 

end to the conflict.

The U.S. decision to abstain 

comes at a time of growing 

tensions between President 

Joe Biden's administration 

and Netanyahu over Isra-

el's prosecution of the war, 

the high number of civilian 

casualties and the limited 

amounts of humanitarian 

assistance reaching Gaza. 

The two countries have also 

clashed over Netanyahu's 

rejection of a Palestinian 

state, Jewish settler violence 

against Palestinians in the oc-

cupied West Bank and the 

expansion of settlements 

there.

In addition, the well-known 

antagonism between Ne-

tanyahu and Biden — which 

dates from Biden's tenure as 

vice president — deepened 

after Biden questioned Isra-

el's strategy in combating 

Hamas.

Then Senate Majority Leader 

Chuck Schumer, a Biden ally, 

suggested that Netanyahu 

was not operating in Israel's 

best interests and called 

for Israel to hold new elec-

tions. Biden signaled his ap-

proval of Schumer's remarks, 

prompting a rebuke from 

Netanyahu.

During its U.S. visit, the Israeli 

delegation was to present 

White House officials with its 

plans for a possible ground 

invasion of Rafah, a city on 

the Egyptian border in south-

ern Gaza where over 1 mil-

lion Palestinian civilians have 

sought shelter from the war.

The vote came after Rus-

sia and China vetoed a 

U.S.-sponsored resolution 

Friday that would have 

supported "an immediate 

and sustained cease-fire" in 

the Israeli-Hamas conflict. 

That resolution featured a 

weakened link between a 

cease-fire and the release of 

hostages, leaving it open to 

interpretation, and no time 

limit.

The United States warned 

that the resolution approved 

Monday could hurt negoti-

ations to halt the hostilities, 

raising the possibility of an-

other veto, this time by the 

Americans. The talks involve 

the U.S., Egypt and Qatar.

Because Ramadan ends 

April 9, the cease-fire de-

mand would last for just two 

weeks, though the draft says 

the pause in fighting should 

lead to "a sustainable cease-

fire."

The U.S. ambassador to 

the U.N., Linda Thomas-

Greenfield, said the resolu-

tion "spoke out in support of 

the ongoing diplomatic ef-

forts," adding that negotia-

tors were "getting closer" to 

a deal for a cease-fire with 

the release of all hostages, 

"but we're not there yet."

She urged the council and 

U.N. members across the 

world to "speak out and 

demand unequivocally that 

Hamas accepts the deal on 

the table."

Thomas-Greenfield said the 

U.S. abstained because "cer-

tain edits" the U.S. requested 

were ignored, including a 

condemnation of Hamas.

The resolution, put forward 

by the 10 elected council 

members, was backed by 

Russia and China and the 

22-nation Arab Group at the 

United Nations.

Under the United Nations 

charter, Security Council 

resolutions are legally bind-

ing on its 193 member na-

tions, though they are often 

flouted.

Algeria's U.N. ambassador, 

Amar Bendjama, the Arab 

representative on the coun-

cil, thanked the council for 

"finally" demanding a cease-

fire.

"We look forward to the 

commitment and the com-

pliance of the Israeli occupy-

ing power with this resolution, 

for them to put an end to the 

bloodbath without any con-

ditions, to end the suffering 

of the Palestinian people," 

he said.

Riyad Mansour, the Palestin-

ian U.N. ambassador, told 

the council that the vote 

"must be a turning point" 

that leads to saving lives in 

Gaza and ending the "as-

sault of atrocities against 

our people."

Shortly before Monday's 

vote, the elected members 

changed the final draft reso-

lution to drop the word "per-

manent" from its demand 

that a Ramadan cease-fire 

should lead to a "sustainable" 

halt in fighting apparently 

at the request of the United 

States.

Russia complained that 

dropping the word could 

allow Israel "to resume its mili-

tary operation in the Gaza 

Strip at any moment" after 

Ramadan and proposed 

an amendment to restore 

it. That amendment was de-

feated because it failed to 

get the minimum nine "yes" 

vote — with three council 

members voting in favor, the 

United States voting against, 

and 11 countries abstaining.

Since the start of the war, 

the Security Council has 

adopted two resolutions on 

the worsening humanitarian 

situation in Gaza, but none 

has called for a cease-fire.

More than 32,000 Palestinians 

in Gaza have been killed dur-

ing the fighting, according 

to the Gaza Health Ministry. 

The agency does not dif-

ferentiate between civil-

ians and combatants in its 

count, but says women and 

children make up two-thirds 

of the dead.Gaza also faces 

a dire humanitarian emer-

gency, with a report from 

an international authority 

on hunger warning March 

18 that "famine is imminent" 

in northern Gaza and that 

escalation of the war could 

push half of the territory's 2.3 

million people to the brink of 

starvation.

The United States has vetoed 

three resolutions demanding 

a cease-fire in Gaza, the 

most recent an Arab-backed 

measure on Feb. 20. That res-

olution was supported by 13 

council members with one 

abstention, reflecting the 

overwhelming support for a 

cease-fire.q

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, United States Ambassador and Representative to the United Nations, 

speaks after a vote to abstain as the United Nations Security Council passed a cease-fire 

resolution in Gaza during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, its first demand to halt fighting at 

U.N. headquarters, Monday, March 25, 2024. 

Associated Press 
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By JENNIFER PELTZ and MI-

CHAEL R. SISAK 

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A New 

York appeals court on 

Monday agreed to hold off 

collection of former Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s more 

than $454 million civil fraud 

judgment if he puts up $175 

million within 10 days.

If Trump does, it will stop 

the clock on collection 

and prevent the state from 

seizing the presumptive 

Republican presidential 

nominee’s assets while he 

appeals. The appeals court 

also halted other aspects 

of a trial judge’s ruling that 

had barred Trump and his 

sons Eric Trump and Don-

ald Trump Jr., the family 

company’s executive vice 

presidents, from serving in 

corporate leadership for 

several years.

In all, the order was a sig-

nificant victory for the Re-

publican ex-president as 

he defends the real estate 

empire that vaulted him 

into public life. The devel-

opment came just before 

New York Attorney General 

Letitia James, a Democrat, 

was expected to initiate 

efforts to collect the judg-

ment.

Trump, who was attending 

a separate hearing in his 

criminal hush money case 

in New York, hailed the 

ruling and said he would 

post a bond, securities or 

cash to cover the $175 mil-

lion sum in the civil case. 

Speaking in a courthouse 

hallway, Trump revisited 

his oft-stated complaints 

about civil trial Judge Ar-

thur Engoron and the pen-

alty he imposed.

“What he’s done is such a 

disservice and should nev-

er be allowed to happen 

again,” said Trump, who 

argues that the fraud case 

is discouraging business in 

New York.

James’ office, meanwhile, 
noted that the judgment 

still stands, even if collec-

tion is paused.

“Donald Trump is still facing 

accountability for his stag-

gering fraud,” the office 
said in a statement.

Trump’s lawyers had plead-

ed for a state appeals 

court to halt collection, 

claiming it was “a practi-

cal impossibility” to get an 

underwriter to sign off on a 

bond for such a large sum, 

which grows daily because 

of interest.

The Trump attorneys had 

earlier proposed a $100 mil-

lion bond, but an appellate 

judge had said no late last 

month.

Monday’s ruling came 

from a five-judge panel in 
the state’s intermediate 

appeals court, called the 

Appellate Division, where 

Trump is fighting to overturn 
Engoron’s Feb. 16 decision. 

Trump attorneys Alina Hab-

ba and Christopher Kise 

characterized Monday’s 

ruling as a key first step.
Siding with the attorney 

general after a monthslong 

civil trial, Engoron found 

that Trump, his company 

and top executives lied 

about his wealth on finan-

cial statements, conning 

bankers and insurers who 

did business with him. 

The statements valued 

Trump’s penthouse for 

years as though it were 

nearly three times its actual 

size, for example.q

Former President Donald Trump holds up a copy of a story featuring New York Attorney General 
Letitia James while speaking during a news conference, Jan. 11, 2024, in New York. 

Associated Press

Court agrees to pause collection of Trump’s massive civil fraud 
judgment if he puts up $175M

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Flor-

ida insurance companies 

made money last year for 

the first time in seven years, 
thanks to investment in-

come and a mild hurricane 

season, according to an 

analysis conducted by S&P 

Global Market Intelligence.

A group of around 50 in-

surers reported $147.3 mil-

lion in net income for 2023, 

compared to net losses of 

more than $1 billion in each 

of the previous two years, 

according to the analysis 

released last week.

The group excluded state-

backed Citizens Property 

Insurance Corp., which is 

the insurer of last resort for 

Florida homeowners un-

able to get a policy any-

where else. 

Citizens is Florida’s largest 

underwriter of home insur-

ance policies, with 1.2 mil-

lion policies at the end of 

last year.

While the group of insurers 

still had collective under-

writing losses of $190.8 mil-

lion, it was much smaller 

than in past years, when 

it was almost $1.80 billion 

in 2022 and $1.52 billion in 

2021, S&P Global Market In-

telligence said.

Florida has struggled to 

maintain stability in the 

state insurance market 

since 1992 when Hurricane 

Andrew flattened Home-

stead, wiped out some in-

surance carriers and left 

many remaining compa-

nies fearful to write or re-

new policies in Florida. Risks 

for carriers have also been 

growing as climate change 

increases the strength of 

hurricanes and the intensity 

of rainstorms.

Last year, Farmers Insur-

ance said it was discon-

tinuing new coverage of 

auto, home and umbrella 

policies in Florida, and AAA 

said it had decided not to 

renew “a very small per-

centage” of homeowners 

and auto insurance poli-

cies.

Nine insurers have been de-

clared insolvent or merged 

into other companies in 

Florida since 2021. 

Average annual prop-

erty insurance premiums 

jumped 42% last year to 

$6,000 in Florida, compared 

to a national average of 

$1,700.

The Legislature and Florida 

Gov. Ron DeSantis grap-

pled with the issue in 2021 

and 2022, including holding 

a special session, but most 

of the focus was on shield-

ing insurance companies 

from lawsuits and setting 

aside money for reinsur-

ance to help protect insur-

ers.

The insurance compa-

nies are optimistic that the 

changes have reduced 

expenses, particularly the 

costs to litigate claims. Ad-

ditionally, Florida regulators 

this year have approved 

six property and casualty 

insurers to start writing resi-

dential property insurance 

policies, S&P Global Market 

Intelligence said.q

Men walk past destroyed homes and debris as they survey 
damage to other properties, two days after the passage of 
Hurricane Ian, in Fort Myers Beach, Fla., on Sept. 30, 2022. 

Associated Press 

Analysis: Florida insurers made money 
last year for first time in 7 years
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By FARNOUSH AMIRI 

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — House 

Republicans threatened to 

hold Attorney General Mer-

rick Garland in contempt of 

Congress if he did not turn 

over unredacted materi-

als related to the special 

counsel probe into Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s handling 

of classified documents.
In a letter Monday  ob-

tained by The Associated 

Press  Reps. James Comer 
and Jim Jordan demand-

ed that Garland comply 

with the subpoena the 

two Republican chairmen 

sent last month as part of 

their emerging investiga-

tion into Special Counsel 

Robert Hur’s decision not to 

charge the president.
Comer, chair of the Over-

sight Committee, and Jor-

dan, chair of the Judiciary 

Committee, ordered the 

Justice Department to turn 

over the unredacted au-

dio and transcripts of Hur’s 

hourslong interviews with 

Biden and his ghostwriter 

by April 8. “If you fail to 

do so, the Committees will 

consider taking further ac-

tion, such as the invocation 

of contempt of Congress 

proceedings,” the two law-

makers wrote.
The threat is the latest es-

calation between Repub-

licans and the GOP-ap-

pointed federal prosecutor 

who appeared before law-

makers two weeks ago for 

a more than four-hour in-

terrogation surrounding his 

345-page report that ques-

tioned Biden’s age and 

mental competence but 

ultimately recommended 

no criminal charges for the 

81-year-old president. Hur 
said that he found insuffi-

cient evidence to make a 

case that would stand up 

in court.

“What I wrote is what I be-

lieve the evidence shows, 

and what I expect jurors 

would perceive and be-

lieve,” Hur said. “I did not 
sanitize my explanation. 
Nor did I disparage the 

president unfairly.”
Despite his defense, Hur 

faced an onslaught of criti-

cism from both sides of the 

aisle for the commentary in 

his report and the decision 

to withhold pressing charg-

es against Biden.
Hours before his testimony, 

the Justice Department 

released a redacted tran-

script that provided a more 

nuanced picture of the 

roughly yearlong investi-

gation, filling in some of 
the gaps left by Hur’s and 

Biden’s accounting of the 

exchanges.
Republicans, including 

Comer and Jordan, have 

insisted for the past year 

that unlike Biden, former 

President Donald Trump 

has been treated unfairly in 

his own Justice Department 

case for mishandling classi-

fied documents.q

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON 

Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 

Florida will have one of the 

country’s most restrictive 

social media bans for mi-

nors  if it withstands expect-

ed legal challenges  under 

a bill signed by Republican 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
on Monday.
The bill will ban social me-

dia accounts for children 

under 14 and require pa-

rental permission for 15- 

and 16-year-olds. It was 
slightly watered down from 

a proposal DeSantis vetoed 

earlier this month, a week 

before the annual legisla-

tive session ended.
The new law was Republi-

can Speaker Paul Renner’s 

top legislative priority. It 
takes effect Jan. 1.
“A child in their brain de-

velopment doesn’t have 

the ability to know that 

they’re being sucked into 

these addictive technolo-

gies and to see the harm 

and step away from it, and 

because of that we have 

to step in for them,” Renner 

said at the bill-signing cer-

emony held at a Jackson-

ville school.
The bill DeSantis vetoed 

would have banned mi-

nors under 16 from popular 

social media platforms re-

gardless of parental con-

sent. But before the veto, 
he worked out compromise 

language with Renner to al-

leviate the governor’s con-

cerns and the Legislature 

sent DeSantis a second bill. 
Several states have consid-

ered similar legislation. In 
Arkansas, a federal judge 

blocked enforcement of a 

law in August that required 

parental consent for minors 

to create new social media 

accounts.
Supporters in Florida hope 

the bill will withstand le-

gal challenges because 

it would ban social media 

formats based on addic-

tive features such as notifi-

cation alerts and auto-play 

videos, rather than on their 

content.
Renner said he expects 

social media companies 

to “sue the second after 

this is signed. But you know 
what? We’re going to beat 
them. We’re going to beat 
them and we’re never, 

ever going to stop.”
DeSantis also acknowl-

edged the law will be chal-

lenged on First Amendment 

issues, and bemoaned the 

fact the “Stop Woke Act” 
he signed into law two 

years ago was recently 

struck down by an appeals 

court with a majority of Re-

publican-appointed judg-

es. They ruled it violated 
free speech rights by ban-

ning private business from 

including discussions about 

racial inequality in employ-

ee training.
“Any time I see a bill, if I 
don’t think it’s constitution-

al, I veto it,” said DeSantis, 

a lawyer, expressing confi-

dence that the social me-

dia ban will be upheld.q 

House Oversight and Accountability Committee Chairman Rep. James Comer, R-Ky., speaks 

during the House Oversight and Accountability Committee hearing on Capitol Hill in Washington, 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024.

Associated Press 

Republicans threaten to hold Attorney General Garland in 

contempt over Biden documents case

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis applauds during a press conference 

at the Central Florida Tourism Oversight District headquarters at 

Walt Disney World, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., Thursday, Feb. 22, 

2024. 

Associated Press 

Florida’s DeSantis signs one of the country’s most restrictive social 

media bans for minors
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By BRIAN MELLEY 

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — A Lon-

don court is due to rule 

whether WikiLeaks founder 

Julian Assange gets one 

final appeal in England to 
challenge extradition to 

the United States on espio-

nage charges.

Two judges are sched-

uled to issue a judgment 

Tuesday morning in the 

High Court that could put 
an end to Assange’s long 

legal saga — or extend it 

further.

If he fails in winning the right 

to appeal, his legal team 
fears he could be swiftly 

sent to the U.S. to face 

charges, though they’re 
likely to ask the European 

Court of Human Rights to 

block any transfer.

Assange, 52, has been in-

dicted on 17 espionage 
charges and one charge 

of computer misuse over 
his website’s publication 
of a trove of classified 
U.S. documents almost 15 
years ago. 

American prosecutors al-
lege that Assange encour-

aged and helped U.S. 
Army intelligence analyst 

Chelsea Manning steal 

diplomatic cables and 
military files that WikiLeaks 
published.
During a two-day hearing 

last month, Assange’s law-

yers argued that he was a 

secrecy-busting journalist 

who exposed U.S. military 

wrongdoing in Iraq and 

Afghanistan. Sending him 

to the United States, they 
said, would expose him 
to a politically motivated 
prosecution and risk a “fla-

grant denial of justice.”

The U.S. government said 
that Assange’s actions 

went way beyond those 

of a journalist gathering in-

formation and put lives at 
risk in his bid to solicit, steal 
and indiscriminately pub-

lish classified government 
documents.

The Australian computer 
expert has been held in a 
British high-security prison 
for the past five years.
Assange’s family and sup-

porters say his physical 
and mental health have 

suffered during more than 

a decade of legal battles, 
including taking refuge in 

the Ecuadorian Embassy 
in London from 2012 until 
2019.q

By SYLVIA HUI 

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The U.S. 

and British governments on 
Monday announced sanc-

tions against a company 
and two individuals linked 
to the Chinese government 
over a string of malicious 
cyberactivity, detailing a 
yearslong state-backed 

operation that targeted of-
ficials, lawmakers and the 
U.K.’s election watchdog.

British officials said those 
sanctioned are responsible 
for a hack that may have 
gained access to informa-

tion on tens of millions of 

U.K. voters held by the Elec-

toral Commission, as well as 
for cyberespionage target-
ing lawmakers who have 
been outspoken about 
threats from China.

The Foreign Office said the 
hack of the election regis-

ters “has not had an impact 
on electoral processes, has 
not affected the rights or 

access to the democratic 

process of any individual, 
nor has it affected elector-

al registration.”

The Electoral Commission 
said in August that “hostile 
actors” had gained access 

to its servers from around 
2021 to 2022.

At the time, the watchdog 
said the data included 

the names and addresses 

of registered voters. But it 
said that much of the infor-

mation was already in the 

public domain.
In Washington, the Treasury 
Department said it sanc-

tioned Wuhan Xiaoruizhi 

Science and Technology 

Company Ltd., which it 

calls a Chinese Ministry of 

State Security front com-

pany that has “served as 
cover for multiple malicious 
cyberoperations.”
It named two Chinese na-

tionals, Zhao Guangzong 
and Ni Gaobin, affiliated 
with the Wuhan company, 
for cyberoperations that 
targeted U.S. critical infra-

structure sectors including 

defense, aerospace and 
energy.

U.S. and British authorities 

said the two sanctioned in-

dividuals were involved in 
the operations of the Chi-
nese cyber group APT31  
an abbreviation for “ad-

vanced persistent threat.” 
The group is also known 
as Zirconium or Hurricane 
Panda.

APT31 has previously been 
accused of targeting U.S. 

presidential campaigns 
and the information sys-

tems of Finland’s parlia-

ment, among others.
The U.S. Justice Department 
charged Zhao, Ni, and five 
other hackers with conspir-
acy to commit computer 
intrusions and wire fraud. It 

said they were part of a 14-
year long cyber operation 
“targeting U.S. and foreign 
critics, businesses, and po-

litical officials.”
U.S. officials said the sev-

en hackers and others in 

the APT31 group targeted 
thousands of U.S. and for-

eign individuals and com-

panies, including staff in 
the White House, Treasury, 
Justice and State Depart-
ments, and politicians of 
both main political parties 
as well as their spouses.
“Today’s announcements 
underscore the need to 

remain vigilant to cyberse-

curity threats and the po-

tential for cyber-enabled 

foreign malign influence ef-
forts, especially as we ap-

proach the 2024 election 
cycle,” Assistant Attorney 
General Matthew G. Olsen 
said.q

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak attends a visit to an engineering firm in Barrow-in-Furness, 
England, Monday, March 25, 2024. 

Associated Press 

US and UK announce sanctions over China-linked hacks on 
officials, lawmakers and election watchdog

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange being taken from court, 
where he appeared on charges of jumping British bail seven 
years ago, in London, Wednesday May 1, 2019. 

Associated Press 

A London court will rule on Tuesday whether WikiLeaks’ Assange 
can challenge extradition to the U.S.
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By BERT WILKINSON 

Associated Press

GEORGETOWN, Guyana 

(AP) — Fresh turmoil involv-

ing a transitional presiden-

tial council that will be re-

sponsible for choosing Hai-

ti’s new leader triggered a 

flurry of meetings with Ca-

ribbean leaders and offi-

cials from the U.S., Canada 
and France, officials said 
Monday.
The council has yet to be 
sworn in given concerns 

over the security of its mem-

bers, among other things, a 

regional official who was 
not authorized to talk to the 

media told The Associated 

Press on condition of ano-

nymity. The official is based 
in Guyana, which serves 
as headquarters for the re-

gional trade bloc known as 

Caricom that is helping cre-

ate the transitional council.

The delay in establish-

ing the council comes as 

gangs continue to launch 

attacks across Haiti’s capi-

tal. Since Feb. 29, gunmen 

have burned police sta-

tions, opened fire on the 
main international airport 

that remains closed and 

stormed the country’s two 
biggest prisons, releasing 

more than 4,000 inmates.

Scores of people have 

been killed, and more than 

33,000 people have fled the 
capital of Port-au-Prince as 

a result of the attacks.

On Sunday, the newest 
person chosen to represent 

the EDE/RED  one of sev-

eral Haitian political parties 

and groups with a seat on 

the nine-member coun-

cil  stepped down, forcing 

the council to scramble to 

replace her. Dominique 

Dupuy, a UNESCO ambas-
sador, said in a video state-

ment that she resigned in 

part because she became 

the target of political at-

tacks and death threats.

In a statement posted 

Monday on X, formerly Twit-
ter, the Montana Accord, a 

group of civil society lead-

ers that also has a seat on 

the council, said it support-

ed Dupuy and her family 
“at a time when she is be-

ing persecuted and threat-

ened.”

“Society must remain vigi-
lant about all political ma-

neuvers based on fear and 

terror,” it said. “It’s time for 

us to stop the violence.”

Dupuy was quickly re-

placed, bringing the 

council back up to its full 

nine members, seven of 

which have voting pow-

ers, but they have yet to 
be sworn in. It wasn’t im-

mediately clear when the 
council would be formally 
announced, with another 

meeting scheduled Mon-

day between its members 
and officials with Caricom.
Officials are hoping ram-

pant gang violence will 

subside once the council 

selects a new leader for 

Haiti and appoints a coun-

cil of ministers. Prime Min-

ister Ariel Henry has said 
he would resign when the 

council is created.

While gang violence has 

somewhat subsided in re-

cent days, gunmen set fire 
to a large, open-air ga-

rage in downtown Port-au-

Prince on Sunday.
“A lot of people have lost 

everything,” attorney Jo-

seph James said. “We 
couldn’t save anything.”
On Monday morning, 
mechanic Elidor Samuel 

rummaged through the 

scorched earth in hopes 

of finding some belongings 
that might be salvageable.

“All my tools have been 
burnt,” he said.q

Youth take cover after hearing gunshots at a public school that serves as a shelter for people 

displaced by gang violence, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, March 22, 2024.

Associated Press 

Death threats and security concerns hinder creation of council 

that will choose Haiti’s next leader

By CHINEDU ASADU 

Associated Press

KADUNA, Nigeria (AP) — 

More than 130 Nigerian 

schoolchildren rescued af-

ter more than two weeks in 

captivity arrived Monday in 
their home state in north-

western Nigeria ahead of 
their anticipated reunions 

with families, following the 

latest in a series of mass 

school abductions in the 

West African nation.

Six of the 137 students re-

main in hospital, and one 

staff member who was ab-

ducted along with the chil-

dren died in captivity, mili-
tary officials said.
The children were seized by 
motorcycle-riding gunmen 
at their school in the remote 

Kaduna state town of Ku-

riga on March 7, triggering 

a wide-ranging rescue op-

eration. They were rescued 
Sunday by the military in 
a forest about 200 kilome-

ters (more than 120 miles) 

to the north in neighboring 

Zamfara state, though au-

thorities have provided no 

details of the rescue or said 

whether any suspected 
kidnappers were arrested.

The students, many of them 
below the age of 10, were 

brought Monday to the Ka-

duna State Government 

House with fresh haircuts 

and newly sewn clothes 
and footwear  their first 
change of clothing since 

their abduction.

The six children still in hos-

pital will be made avail-

able “as soon as the doc-

tors have certified them fit 
enough,” Maj. Gen. May-

irenso Saraso, a military 
chief in Kaduna, said while 

handing them over to the 

government.

School authorities originally 
had told the state govern-

ment that a total of 287 stu-

dents were kidnapped dur-

ing the attack. However, 

Kaduna Gov. Uba Sani said 

only 137 are confirmed to 
have been seized.

“We are here today happi-
ly and celebrating the safe 
return of our children. They 
will soon be with their fam-

ily and their parents,” Gov. 
Sani said.Their parents were 

not available to receive 

them and authorities did 

not allow the schoolchil-

dren to speak to reporters. 

The Associated Press could 

not reach families in Kuriga 

town, which does not have 

cellphone service.

But one parent on Sunday 
spoke of their sleepless 

nights as they waited for 
the return of the children.q

The freed students of the LEA Primary and Secondary School 

Kuriga upon their arrival at the state government house in 

Kaduna, Nigeria, Monday, March 25, 2024.

Associated Press 

More than 130 abducted schoolchildren in Nigeria are returning 

home after weeks in captivity
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now

(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 

culture has seen many sub-

stantial developments over 

the course of a century. 

With the introduction of the 

Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 

by the breakout of the Sec-

ond World War and the 

general incentive for politi-

cal independence during 

the mid-century, a cultural 

identity on the island be-

gan to take form and have 

since developed through 

international and local in-

fluences. 

In the pre-industrial era of 

the 19th century, much 

could not be said about a 

cultural identity on the is-

land. Still being a part of a 

Dutch colonial territory at 

the time, as well as not hav-

ing political or economic 

autonomy (Curacao was 

the center of commerce, 

cultural life, and politi-

cal management of the 

Netherland Antilles at the 

time), the small population 

of Aruba consisted mostly 

of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 

their cattle, or going out 

to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 

states in his article Historia 

di Literatura Arubiano: E 

Bida Cultural (Literary His-

tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 

“during the pre-industrial 

period, there were no sig-

nificant economic activity 
that could have created 

a cultural ambience, with 

only one way to generate 

profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami-

lies.”

It wasn’t until the intro-

duction of the Lago Refin-

ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 

that the island saw a small 

boom in cultural manifes-

tations and entertainment, 

as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 

(country) life to work in the 

refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 

economic pilar. Before this, 

entertainment and cultural 

manifestations were mostly 

experienced by local par-

ishes and the island’s elite, 

who often partook in cul-

tural and entertaining ac-

tivities around the island, 

like going to the movie the-

ater or coming together to 

share poetry on Sundays 

after church.  

Literary life

Throughout the 19th cen-

tury and up until the 1940s, 

there were also not much 

trace of a cultural climate 

for the cultural-literary sec-

tor on the island. Primary 

education was introduced 

on the island in the mid-

19th century, followed by 

secondary and higher edu-

cation around the late 30’s 

and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 

1950s, with the introduction 

of the E.R.N.A agreement 

in 1951 and the signing of 

the Statute in 1954, which 

allowed more space for 

and control over the eco-

nomic and cultural devel-

opment of Aruba, that the 

literary life on the island be-

gan to grow substantially 

compared to decades be-

fore. This was in response 

to local institutions estab-

lished in the 1940s for cul-

tural and literary growth 

on the island, but that did 

not yet capture the atten-

tion of the general public. 

The 1950 brought with it a 

boom of literary produc-

tion on the island, like those 

of V.S. Piternella, as well 

as migrant authors José 

Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil-

liam Rufus, who have also 

contributed to the literary 

development on the island. 

The literary movement was 

further promoted by local 

broadcasters Voz di Aruba 

and Radio Kelkboom, with 

their regular broadcast of 

literary works. 

The 50s and 60s also saw 

the influence of interna-

tional cultures, especially 

that of the United States. 

During this time, because 

of international influences 
as well as the continued 

prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 

began to really take form 

and become widespread, 

as different worldly and lo-

cal concepts were intro-

duced in the Aruban soci-

ety. With the establishment 

of local television broad-

cast station Tele-Aruba in 

1963, and with time and 

possibilities, local programs 

such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 

Land”) started to pay more 

attention to the Aruban 

culture and worked to form 

a cultural consciousness 

within the community. The 

1960s also saw the rise of lo-

cal authors and artists, who 

were more comfortable in 

producing works in our na-

tive tongue, Papiamento, 

but who also produced 

works in Spanish, English 

and Dutch. This new phe-

nomenon was in response 

to the interaction between 

economic growth, individ-

ual prosperity, cultural life 

and literary expression.

The 21st century

Nowadays, international in-

fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 

from Latin America, the 

United States and The Neth-

erlands. Nevertheless, there 

also exists a strong cultural 

identity and traditions that 

are exclusive to the Aruban 

culture, often manifesting 

during traditional celebra-

tions, like Dia di San Juan/

Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 

Dia di Himno y Bandera 

(National Hymn and Flag 

Day), Camping during Eas-

ter and much more. With 

the surge of social media 

in the last decade, artistic 

voices, especially those of 

the younger generation, 

has become even more 

prevalent and easily acces-

sible to the community of 

Aruba through online plat-

forms such as Facebook, 

Instagram and TikTok.q 

Source: Historia di Literatura 

Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by 

J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas
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Aruban snacks and where to find them
ORANJESTAD — Want to 

taste something different 

for a change? How about 

some Aruban snacks that 

you can find all around the 

island? Hop in your car, and 

go to these locations to find 

some of the most popular 

and tasty snacks that are 

beloved by our locals. 

One of the staples of Aru-

ban cuisine and snacks is 

the Pastechi. Pastechi is a 

Caribbean fried pastry that 

is filled with cheese, meat, 

chicken, veggies and 

sometimes even fish! Or per-

haps you might want to try 

a croquette, locally called 

a “kroket,” which is a crusty 

fried snack with typically a 

meat and dough mix filling. 

The Aruban kroket is based 

on its Dutch counterpart, 

the “bitterbal”. 

These two snacks are typi-

cally found in all local snack 

trucks, which can be found 

all over the island, including 

on the side of the main road 

that stretches from San 

Nicolas to the Hotel Area. 

You can also find pastechis 

and krokets at local bak-

eries and snack shops, like 

Bright Bakery in Piedra Plat, 

Huchada in Santa Cruz or 

Pastechi House in the city 

center. These places may 

also sell other snacks and 

sandwiches too, perfect for 

on-the-road lunch break. 

While you’re at it, why not 

accompany your snack 

with a refreshing “batido”? 

Batidos are fruit shakes, 

typically made with added 

milk for some creaminess. 

However, you can also ask 

to hold the milk. Batidos are 

commonly found in snack 

shops too. You may find 

some batido shops next the 

flee markets downtown, or 

if you’re on your way to San 

Nicolas, at Mauchi Smooth-

ies and Juice Bar in Sava-

neta (located at the side of 

the main road). 

If you are looking for some-

thing a bit more fresh and 

healthy, why not try some 

coconuts, or shaved ice 

from local vendors? These 

vendors carry their little 

shop at the back of their 

truck, so they are ever-

moving around the island. 

However, there are a few 

spots where you can al-

most always find a coco-

nut/shaved ice vendor: 

1. Right next to the 

Red Anchor in San Nicolas, 

on the way to Baby Beach.

2. Along the main 

road next to the airport 

field. 

3. At the California 

Light House. 

4. At the Alto Vista 

Chapel. 

These vendors may also sell 

other delights, like the be-

loved coconut-based des-

sert “cocada” or peanuts. 

All in all, in Aruba, you can 

always find some place 

to take a break and have 

a bite of something local, 

you maybe just might have 

to look for them! q

Photo credit: wheninaruba.

com

Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas
SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles 

southeast from Oranjestad you 

will enter the city San Nicolas, also 

known as Sunrise City or Chocolate 

City. A city that is rich in authen-

tic culture and island charm. San 

Nicolas is Aruba’s second largest 

city and was once a bustling com-

pany town dominated by the oil in-

dustry since the early 1930’s. 

Over the course of four decades, 

its demographics had changed 

immensely due to a stream of Afro-

Caribbean and South American 

workers who came to fill the jobs in 

the oil refinery between the 1920’s 

until the 1960’s. To this day traces 

of the multicultural influences in 

culinary offerings and customs, 

housing and population are clear-

ly visible in San Nicolas - more than 

anywhere else on the island.

Flow of history

if you are looking for history San 

Nicolas has it. Here you will find 

three amazing museums, The Mu-

seum of Industry, the Community 

Museum and the Carnival Eupho-

ria, all within walking distance from 

one another. 

The Museum of Industry is situated 

in the Water Tower in San Nico-

las and narrates Aruba's industrial 

history which began in the 19th 

century. Here you will learn about 

gold, aloe, phosphate, oil and the 

tourism industries which made San 

Nicolas once a bustling business 

center. Experience the touching 

stories of those who were part of 

this history.

Nicolaas Store built in 1940 and 

renovated in 2014 is the home of 

the Community Museum. The col-

lection is remarkable and spans 

millennia. Ancient fossils stand next 

to tableaus of an authentically 

recreated colonial kitchen and 

bedroom and 19th-century bar-

bershop, just to name a few of the 

items of old-time Aruba that has 

been preserved. A collection of 

artifacts and other objects of artis-

tic, cultural, historical, or scientific 

importance can be found here for 

the purpose of education or enjoy-

ment. 

Carnival Euphoria is showcasing 

Aruba’s Carnival. See how are 

Carnival has developed over the 

past 65 years. 

The new San Nicolas

In the shadow of the refinery, an 

art capital is quietly beginning to 

grow. This is the new San Nicolas, 

a place that is starting to become 

a magnet for all that is young, 

cool and hip in Aruba. Indeed, 

San Nicolas has all of the ingredi-

ents of an emerging cultural hub 

— varied history, interesting archi-

tecture, and, perhaps most impor-

tantly, an urban layout that makes 

it walkable. As you walk around, 

the streets are silent but the walls 

are loud, filled with bright, color-

ful murals painted by a collection 

of artists from around the world. 

Thanks to the efforts of various art 

organizations in Aruba, such as Art 

Rules Aruba and Aruba Art Fair, 

San Nicolas has had quite the aes-

thetic makeover with regards to 

vibrant street art. Each year more 

and more stunning murals are re-

placing broken down buildings 

with colorful art pieces that keep 

brightening up SunriseCity.

Must See, Do, Buy & Eat

A little bit of everything can be 

found in the main street. Stores 

selling shoes, clothing, jewelry you 

name it. Arts & crafts by Cosecha 

store & Creative Center, a design 

store in which you can immerse 

yourself in discovering genuine 

and locally made arts and crafts 

which reflect the diversification of 

the Aruban craft heritage and the 

artistic supply of artisans. Don’t miss 

out on trying the exquisite food of-

fered by the cafes and restaurants 

or just enjoy a peaceful walk ad-

miring the murals, mosaic benches 

and all the history San Nicolas has 

to offer.q
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Unique fauna of Aruba

For a small island, Aruba sure has a lot of unique 

treasures. Among these, we have some sub-

species of animals that are unique to our island. 

These have evolved to perfectly adapt to our 

desert climate and make Aruba their home. 

At the same time, they are part of what makes 

Aruba truly one of a kind. 

Cascabel (rattlesnake, Crotalus durissus 

unicolor)

According to the Arikok National Park, Aruba 

knows two kinds of snakes, the Santanero and 

the Cascabel. The cascabel belongs to the 

rattlesnake family. The cascabel is the only 

venomous snake from Aruba. It has a length of 

65cm to 100cm, and is about 4 to 5cm wide. 

Its color varies from light brown to grey-brown, 

and its underbelly is white. On its back there are 

marks that are a little darker, in the shape of 

diamonds. 

Its reproduction is oviparous, meaning the off-

spring can hatch from their eggs just before, 

during or immediately after laying. 

The cascabel lives mainly in the Arikok National 

Park. It likes to live in dark places, and is thus 

found hidden among the limestone rocks and 

under stones. As a defense mechanism, the 

cascabel uses its rattle as a warning, and it is 

not an aggressive animal. 

The cascabel feeds on lizards, small mammals 

such as rats and mice. It paralyzes or kills its 

prey with its venom, which is injected through a 

bite. The enemies of the cascabel are donkeys, 

goats, humans and cars. Humans are the big-

gest enemy of the cascabel, as they kill them 

and destroy their habitat for urbanization. 

Shoco (burrowing owl, Athene cunicularia 

arubensis)

The shoco is a small bird which is seldom seen. 

They are active during the day but are more 

active later in the day and at night for hunt-

ing. These owls have very good night vision and 

very good hearing. 

The shoco is the national symbol of Aruba. 

The shoco has about 20cm of length, and the 

females are slightly heavier than the males. 

They are light brown in color, with many white 

spots. The belly of the Shoco is either white or 

light brown, and the shoco has striking yellow 

eyes. Its beak is yellow/green. Young owls do 

not have white spots and are lighter in color. 

The nest of the shoco is a burrow in the ground. 

If the shoco cannot find a burrow, it will dig one 

in soft soil. The shoco lays one or two eggs every 

other day until all the eggs are laid – a shoco 

can lay up to four eggs. The first owlets hatch 

after three to four weeks. The shoco owl takes 

care of the owlets for three months until they 

leave the nest. Only a few owlets survive.

The owlrs dig burrows in the ground with low 

grass vegetation. An owl can live up to nine 

years. 

Its defense mechanism is simply to fly away 

or retreat to its burrows. They eat mostly in-

sects, mice and lizards, and the main threats 

to their survival are boas – an invasive species 

introduced by humans as pets – and humans 

through destruction of their habitat.

Prikichi (parakeet, Aratinga pertinax)

The Prikichi is the national bird of Aruba. On Aru-

ba, Bonaire, and Curaçao, parakeets can be 

found, but each of the three islands has a dif-

ferent breed. The Yellow-shouldered Amazon 

parakeet that we have on Aruba is also found 

along the coast of Venezuela. Unfortunately, 

there is interbreeding between the breeds due 

to cage birds from, for example, Curaçao be-

ing released on Aruba. The parakeet popula-

tion on Aruba is in danger due to extensive de-

forestation occurring on the island because of 

the growing population.

The prikichi weighs between 90 to 100 grams. It 

has a greenish-brown head with some yellow 

around the eye. The back and wings of the par-

akeet are dark green, and the underside of the 

body is a lighter shade of green. There is also a 

bit of blue in the wings. The parakeet's beak is 

gray/black. 

Parakeets often use termite nests as breeding 

sites. Parakeets are found in all natural environ-

ments (mondi) of the island. It defends itself by 

flying away and loud cries. Parakeets eat seeds 

from the pods of the Kwihi tree, Divi Divi, and 

columnar cactus. They also consume natural 

fruits. Its main predators are boa constrictors, 

humans.

Conew (cottontail rabbit, Sylvilagus floridanus 

nigronuchalis)

The Eastern Cottontail rabbit (Sylvilagus flori-

danus) was probably brought over to the is-

land by Indian settlers thousands of years ago 

as a source of food. This rabbit, locally known 

as Conew, has spread all over the island and 

has become part of our ecosystem. The very 

adaptable Conew can live in a wide variety 

of habitats, including Aruba’s xeric scrublands, 

where it typically grazes on weeds and grasses.

The Aruban Conew has a brownish grey color 

and a distinctive white belly. This white fur ex-

tends to the bottom of the tail which becomes 

visible as the rabbit runs. These rabbits can grow 

up to approximately 40 centimeters in length 

over their short lifespan of 3 years. Cottontail 

rabbits reach reproductive maturity when they 

are just 2 to 3 months old. A female rabbit, 

called a doe, finds a suitable nest spot under 

a shrub or rocks and lines it with fur. She can 

have an average of 3 to 4 litters per year av-

eraging 5 young each. The doe only visits her 

young once or twice a day to nurse her babies 

for a period of 2 to 3 weeks. The young reach 

independence at 4 to 5 weeks.

The Aruban Conew is an endangered species 

and protected by Aruban law. The Conew is 

thought to have drastically declined due to 

an increase in human activities, habitat frag-

mentation and predation by the invasive Boa 

constrictor as well as feral cats and dogs. How-

ever, recently there seem to be more rabbit 

sightings in rural and wilderness areas and also 

in the National Park. This could be linked to a 

recent decline of the invasive Boa population 

after the long period of drought. As the Conew 

can reproduce very quickly, a short break in 

predation pressure can lead to a fast increase 

of rabbits. Sadly, the Boas are back on the rise 

again with the truly wet rainy seasons we have 

recently experienced. This could cause a new 

decline in the Conew population that was just 

starting to recover.q

These are but a few of Aruba’s beautiful inhab-

itant, which we must all contribute to protect. 

For more information, visit https://www.aruba-

nationalpark.org/main/flora-fauna/
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The district of Savaneta
A quick history guide to the island’s first capital

(Oranjestad)—Before Oranjestad 

became the island nation’s capi-

tal, Aruba’s first capital was the 

district of Savaneta. Here is where 

the cultural identity of Aruba was 

born, and from where the rest of 

the island developed into what it is 

today. 

Savaneta is said to have been the 

first place where the Caquetio in-

habitants first stepped foot on the 

island. Though there isn’t hard evi-

dence to back this up, but consid-

ering the legend of the Cacique 

Arua, it is believed that there were 

already movements on Aruba—

and Savaneta—around 88 AD. 

The Caquetios probably made 

their way to the island either from 

Venezuela, Colombia or other Ca-

ribbean islands in the region, but 

with good weather it was relatively 

easy for them to travel back and 

forth in their canoes. So, since the 

Caquetios discovered the island, 

Aruba found her first form of civili-

zation. 

It wasn’t until 1499 when Aruba 

met another group of people who 

set foot on the island: the Span-

ish explorer Alonso de Ojeda. De 

Ojeda first took notice of Aruba off 

the coast of Venezuela, during his 

exploration of the Latin American 

country. This was on August 9th, 

1499. However, de Ojeda didn’t 

actually sail to the island till 4 days 

later, on August 23rd, 1499. This was 

the beginning of the Spanish era 

on Aruba (1499-1636). 

Alonso usually didn’t stop at every 

island or land he saw, especially 

not in the Caribbean. He would of-

ten take notice of land from afar 

and continue sailing. However, 

Aruba was an exception. He had 

heard that there were “quebra-

cho” trees on the island, which 

were commonly used to produce 

dye or paint. But since these trees 

could not be found in Savaneta, 

he continued to search in the area 

of what is now known as Santa 

Cruz. The best way to transport the 

tree barks was via a route passing 

through Savaneta, and so the first 

road between Savaneta and San-

ta Cruz was made. 

The Dutch colonial era (1636-1805)

During the 80-year war between 

The Netherlands and Spain, Dutch 

explorers and merchants began 

to travel to the ABC islands. Once 

they landed in Aruba, they deport-

ed the small Arawakan and Span-

ish community that was living on 

the island. This was the beginning 

of colonization of the ABC islands 

by the Dutch empire. Around the 

same, the West Indian Company 

(WIC) was born. Bonaire and Cura-

cao were mostly used for planta-

tions, where the Dutch had trans-

ported slaves from Africa. Aruba, 

on the other hand, was mostly 

used to raise cattle and to house 

the haring factory. The Dutch had 

often forced the indigenous com-

munity to work for them. 

In 1636, when the Netherlands won 

the war against Spain, the coun-

try surrendered the islands to the 

Dutch. 

The Dutch administration appoint-

ed the island’s first commander, 

an Irish man named N. Williams. Be-

cause the Dutch were interested in 

other Caribbean islands and coun-

tries in South America, they import-

ed Dutch merchants and business 

men, all of whom resided in Sava-

neta. This way, Savaneta officially 

became the island’s first capital. 

However, at the end of the 18th 

century, the commander at the 

time, J.R. Lauffer, moved his office 

to what is now “Horse Bay” in Oran-

jestad. Because the highest office 

on the island moved away from 

Savaneta, the capital lost its title to 

what was called then Playa. 

How Savaneta got its name

The name Savaneta probably 

has a Spanish origin. It was said 

that when the Spanish climbed a 

hill called Yara, they saw that the 

area was mostly open and had no 

big trees. In Spanish, such a land 

area is called a “sabana”. 

Because of its land surface, Sava-

neta was a great place to con-

struct cattle farms. From here, the 

farmer culture on Aruba was born. 

Before the Aruban Gold Rush and 

the construction of the Refinery in 

San Nicolas, most residents were 

farmers, and Savaneta had many 

inhabitants that farmed fruits and 

vegetables. They also continued 

the tradition of raising cattle, like 

goat, sheep, pigs and horses. Sa-

vaneta was one of the first places 

on the island to have a general 

farming culture. From this culture, 

many other traditions were born, 

like the Dera Gay Holiday that 

we celebrate every year on June 

24th.q

Source: Historia di Savaneta (History of 

Savaneta) by Adolf “Dufi” Kock. 

Alonso de Ojeda

Commandeursbaai (Commander’s Bay) at Savaneta

“Quebracho” (Kibrahacha) tree; used to make dye and paint
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The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history
(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri-

bana Gold Mill Ruins is one 

of the most visited places 

by tourists on the island, 

as it lies along the north-

ern coast line near the mini 

pool and on the way to the 

Natural Bridge. Despite its 

seemingly plain appear-

ance, this ruin represents 

one of the most important 

histories of the island: The 

Aruban Gold Rush.

Built in 1872 by English com-

pany Aruba Island Gold 

Mining Company Ltd, the 

gold mill at Bushiribana 

was constructed in the 

area where most gold was 

found by locals. The story 

of gold on Aruba actually 

dates back to 1725, when 

a first exploration for gold 

on the island was commis-

sioned by the Dutch West 

India Company. Under the 

leadership of Mr. Paulus 

Printz, a three-year search 

was conducted on Aruba, 

to no avail. Though they 

found some gold, it was 

enough to motivate a fur-

ther search, and the assign-

ment was discontinued by 

Printz himself. 

It wasn’t until 100 years lat-

er, in 1824, when a young 

boy found a lump of gold 

while out herding his fa-

ther’s sheep. His father took 

it to a local merchant who 

then sold the lump for $70. 

Unbeknownst to the boy 

and his father, they quite 

literally struck gold, and 

as word got out, a gold 

fever spread among the 

locals who started search-

ing for more gold. About 25 

pounds worth was found. 

At the same time, the Aru-

ban government took im-

mediate actions, and in-

formed Curacao that gold 

was found. At first, every-

one could look for gold, 

as long as they sold it to 

the government. However, 

after some time, the gov-

ernment decided to im-

plement stricter rules and 

banned local search par-

ties. 

Over the years, concession-

holding had seen different 

companies from around 

the world, all of which used 

primitive methods to dig 

and carve out gold from 

the rocks. Aruba Island 

Gold Mining Company Ltd. 

was no different, but used 

a unique method that in-

volved grinding the rocks 

and letting the dust be 

blown away by the strong 

northeast wind, leaving 

clumps of gold behind. The 

next step was melting the 

gold and letting it attach 

to quicksilver in order to 

obtain pure gold. All these 

processes were done at 

the Bushiribana Gold Mill. 

The gold mill itself had a 

short life-span: only 10 years 

in service, but its structure 

remained relatively solid till 

this day, and is now a his-

torical remnant. 

Sources: Etnia Nativa & gold-

mineranch.com. 

Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations

(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and 

Casibari Rock Formations 

are known locally as one 

of the crucial sites to have 

in your “off-road” trip itiner-

ary. These naturally formed 

rock formations as just one 

of the few places on the is-

land that hold a rich history 

of our culture and of our 

ancestors. 

Ayo

The Ayo Rock Formation 

is located in the northern 

part of the island, right on 

the road that leads you to 

the Black Stone Beach, and 

close to the Natural Bridge. 

The Ayo is a fenced terrain 

that consists of several giant 

boulders, resting neatly on 

top of or side by side each 

other, adding gorgeous 

natural architecture to the 

surrounding “mondi”*. This 

is also one of the few sites 

to contain prehistoric mark-

ings of our indigenous an-

cestors. The Ayo Rock for-

mation contains stairs that 

lead you to the top of the 

highest boulder, offering a 

breath-taking view of the 

Aruban backyard. The Ayo 

is usually quiet, as it is situ-

ated farther away from the 

busier parts of the island. 

However, this is just anoth-

er charm of the site: the 

quiet area and the refresh-

ing breeze offer a sense of 

comfort and peace. 

Casibari

Probably the busier rock 

formation site, the Casi-

bari is situated more in the 

center of the island, much 

closer—and more acces-

sible—to the general pub-

lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari 

is a fenced area contain-

ing several boulders that 

lay on top or lean on each 

other. The best aspect of 

the Casibari Rock Forma-

tion is the accompanying 

view when you climb up 

the top of the round, flat 

bolder. For this position, you 

can see the majority of the 

island and the ocean in the 

south. Right in front of the 

entrance, there is the Casi-

bari Café and Grill, a great 

place to get refreshments 

and snack before continu-

ing your off-road adven-

ture!

Both sites are open free to 

the public, 24 hours a day. 

However, unless you are 

taking a trip with a profes-

sional tour guide, there are 

no guides at the sites to 

help you climb the rock. 

So, do be careful when 

trudging on the boulders, 

and make sure to befriend 

any roaming goats you see 

along the way! 

*Mondi: what we call 

our Aruban wilderness. 

We don’t have forests, or 

deserts, but we do have 

mondi!q
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Houses For Rent 

•3 Bedrooms 
•2 Bathrooms 
•Full fenced house  
Available: 1st April
Phone:583 8080 
_________________________________217632

Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:

Week 2/Unit 1113 (21k);
Week 8/Unit 1113 (19k);
Week 8/Unit 1409 (19k);
Week 10/Unit 1207 (19k);
Week 13/Unit 1509 (14k); and,
Week 14/Unit 1308 (14k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
US(Call/Text): (860)992-3890
________________________________217264

Cruise ship Schedule: Mar 26 - Mar 30 2024

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
(Oranjestad)—When traveling 

to another country, especially 

for the first time, it is always 

better to be over-prepared 

than under-prepared. That 

is why we have a list of ba-

sic—but important—informa-

tion that we think may come 

in handy to Aruba’s visitors. 

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates on 

110V to 127V supply voltage 

and 60Hz. There are also three 

types of outlets used on the 

island: type A with two flat 

prongs; type B with two flat 

and one grounding prong, 

and on occasion, type F 

with two round prong and 

two earth clips on the side. 

However, Type A is most com-

monly found in homes and 

establishments. 

Drinking water

The water that flows through 

the sinks of every house, hotels 

and other establishments is 

distilled and perfectly safe to 

drink. Aruba’s drinking water 

exceeds WHO’s international 

standards for water quality, 

so there is no need to buy 

bottled water from the store. 
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San Nicolas

Police      100

Oranjestad    527 3140

Noord     527 3200

Sta. Cruz    527 2900

San  Nicolas    584 5000

Police Tipline    11141

Ambulancia    911

Fire Dept.    115

Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900

Prof. Taxi 588 0035

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca  588 0059

Jet Blue  588 2244

Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired

Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous

Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 

Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous

Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia 

Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850 

Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448

Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention

Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info

Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 

Eagle :  Tel.587 9011
San Nicolas:

San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 

Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours

Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Divi Village 

eagle Beach

Non - Mandatory

2 Bedroom 2 bath

WK # 13 room # 3512 

Building c

expectation date : 2036

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club

Palm Beach 

Platinum season

2 Br 2 Bath 

Ocean Front

Price $50K

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef 

Eagle beach 

3 x condo

2 Br 2 Bath 2sd floor 

Price : $ 923,650 / $852 ,600

$742,100

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef 

Eagle Beach 

2 Br 2 Bath 3 rd floor

Price : $935,226

2 Br 2 bath 4th floor

Price : $ 982,958.91

call: 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle beach 

2 Br 2 Bath 4 th floor

Price :$ 807,805.25

2 Br 2 bath 5 th floor

Price : $837,128.25

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef 

Eagle Beach

2 Br 2 Bath 6 th floor

Price : $1,6061.901.78

2 Br 2 Bath 6th floor

Price : $ 837,128.75

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef 

Eagle beach 

2 Br 2 Bath 7 th floor

Price : $ 1,192,626.12

2 Br 2 Bath 7 th floor

Price : $928,889.46

call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 Br 2 Bath 8 th floor

Price :$ 1,165,755.11

2 Br 2 Bath 8 th floor 

Price : $961,400.59

call : 011-297-630-1307

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence 

eagle beach Indigo Tower

3 Br 4 Bath Ph 1-2 

8th Floor: $1,255,000

3 Br 4 Bath Ph 1-3

8 th floor :$1, 196,000

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence 

eagle Beach aqaumarine Tower

3 Br 3 bath unit # 221 

2 sd floor:$782,500

2 Br 2 Bath unit # 622

6 th floor :$ 719,800

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence 

eagle beach Torquoise Tower 

4 Br 4 Bath Th -4 :$1,159,650

Ground floor/ duplex

call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Azure Residence 

Eagle beach 

2 Br 2 Bath unit # 513

5 th floor : $765,400

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Oceania Residence 

Eagle beach 

2Br 2 Bath unit # 423

4 th eagle :$868,500

1 Br 2 Bath 

3 rd racket club :$495,000

call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf 

eagle beach 

1 Br WK # 9 room # 2118

22 weeks remaining 

Price :  1 Br $9 K studio $7 K

call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village golf 

eagle beach 

1 Br 2 Bath Birdie 3 

WK # 11 room # 2215 

22 weeks remaining 

Price :$ 9 K

call: 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Dutch village 

eagle beach 

studio WK # 15 room # 125

32 weeks remaining $9 K

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta Beach Resort

eagle Beach

Town house 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 

Week # 9 room # 212 

Price : $ 12 K

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Destination Points 

Palm Beach

For sale at :$ 6 a points 

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta Beach Resort 

eagle beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Week 12

room # 2002 /2012

Ocean view 

Price : $ 10 K

call :011-297-630-1307

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Sero Colorado 

Property land ocean view 

Two lot of 1875M2 @ $250 M2 

can sell separate or both

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

New Condo Project

at Nanki at rodgers beach 

One bedroom and two bedroom 

Pre- construction prices 

starting at $426,665 one 

bedroom 

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

New Condo Project

down Town Ocean view 

casa Playa residence aruba

One bedroom and Two 

bedrooms 

Price starting at :$346,447,50 

one bedroom

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Wacamaya Condo

Noord 

One bedroom one bath 

Fully finished 

Price : $300 K

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 

Halley Time Travel Aruba 

To all Time - share owners 

That are interested in selling 

your Time - share in aruba 

contact the experts 37 years 

Of doing honest business 

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Hotel Project 

camacuri

Land 9100m2

160 units 

7th floor 

Price :$9 Million us

call:011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Investment opportunity 

selling company with permit 

To build 12 commercial space 

on a lease land 

2600m2 near eagle Beach and 

Gloria building

Price :$750 K

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites 

eagle beach 

1 Br WK 11 # 1329 $8400

1 Br WK11 # 1326 $8400

1 Br WK11/12 # 1429 $8400 

each

1 Br WK12 # 1430 $8400

1 Br WK12  # 1233 $7200

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites 

eagle beach 

1Br WK 12 #1328 $7K

1 Br WK # 9 and 10 room # 

1329

Price : $8K each

call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

_______________________________217634

Divi Village 

eagle beach 

studio WK # 13 room # 6206

studio WK # 14 room # 6205

19 weeks remaining on each 

contract 

Price : $ 7 K each 

call : 011-297-6301307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
Property land 

at rooi Bosal 

santa cruz 14,000 m2 

Price : $ 800,000

call : 011-297-630-1307

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For Sale 

cumana near c - Mart super 

Market

5 to 10 Min drive from airport 

to beach

2 Bedroom 2 bath with 

appartment 

Pool 

Price :$435 K

call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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By MARIA SHERMAN 

AP Music Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Shaki-

ra, the boundary-breaking 

Colombian performer, has 

been remarkably consistent 

since beginning her career 

in the early ‘90s. Without 

fail, she toured, released 

albums, won awards, wo-

ven global, genre-defying 

sounds into her pioneering 

singles, performed at the 

Super Bowl halftime show 

and more. Then, things 

slowed. Or so it appeared.

In reality, the last few years 

haven’t been kind to Sha-

kira. In 2022, after 11 years 

and two children together, 

she separated from soccer 

player Gerard Piqué, lead-

ing to what she’s called the 

“dissolution of my family.” 

She faced charges of tax 

evasion in Spain; in Novem-

ber 2023, she received a 

suspended three-year sen-

tence and paid a fine of 
7.3 million euros ($8 million) 

in addition to previously un-

paid taxes and interest.

On “Las Mujeres Ya No Llor-

an,” her first new album in 
seven years, Shakira trans-

forms her pain into art from 

the bachata “Monotonía” 

to the electro-pop “Te Fe-

licito” to the mega viral 

“Shakira: Bzrp Music Ses-

sions, Vol. 53” and beyond.

“I’ve been through so much 

in these past few years that 

I had to literally pick up 

the pieces of myself and 

put them back together,” 

Shakira told The Associated 

Press over Zoom from Mi-

ami. “And during that pro-

cess, I think that music was 

the glue.”

This interview edited for 

clarity and brevity.

AP: It has been seven years 

since your last album, “El 

Dorado.” What did you 

learn about yourself, musi-

cally, in that time?

SHAKIRA: Well, in those 

seven years I’ve been rais-

ing kids, I’ve been learn-

ing a lot about myself as a 

mother, as a woman. But 

I’ve also been making mu-

sic. It’s just that it’s been 

more of a sporadic thing, 

you know, here and there. 

Whenever I had a chance 

to put out a song, I did that. 

But I didn’t have the time 

to really put a whole body 

of work. This time, it was a 

compulsion and a need. 

It was really important for 

me to be able to express, 

in and through these songs, 

so many life experiences 

and to find catharsis, you 
know, and to be able to 

find the therapeutic effects 
of writing and see myself 

back in the studio.

AP: You’ve called “Las Mu-

jeres Ya No Lloran” a con-

cept album. What story is it 

telling?

SHAKIRA: Because there’s a 

great diversity in this album  

I know it’s a conceptual 

album  but it didn’t hap-

pen on purpose. Nobody 

chooses to go through the 

kind of life experiences that 

I went through when I was 

writing and creating this al-

bum, you know, life gives 

you lemons. So what do 

you do? Make lemonade. 

So I made songs. But there 

is a great variety within this 

album. There’s pop, there’s 

Afrobeat, there’s reggae-

ton. There’s some Mexican 

regionals as well. Rock. But 

there is a common thread. 

And that is based off of 

genuine, authentic life 

experiences and the pro-

cess of elaborating those 

intense emotions and feel-

ings that I’ve been having 

to deal with during this past 

couple of years.

AP: You’re no stranger to 

embracing global sounds. 

On this album, you worked 

with Grupo Frontera and 

Fuerza Regida  two region-

al Mexican artists who are 

bringing their music to the 

global stage. That’s some-

thing you know a thing or 

two about.

SHAKIRA: When I first start-
ed out in this industry, it was 

predominantly male. It was 

difficult for a Colombian 
girl. I had to knock (on) so 

many doors, just do a lot 

of convincing. Convince 

all the gatekeepers, the 

directors of radio stations 

who would decide back 

in the day, who would 

like what music would get 

programmed, what music 

wouldn’t.

But now it is different, you 

know, now people decide 

for themselves. I think music 

has been democratized in 

a way. And that’s why, Latin 

artists have really, found a 

platform for their music not 

like it was 10, 20 years ago... 

And now, Latin artists have 

a lot more opportunities. 

And it’s true that the Mexi-

can regional artists are also 

among that group of artists 

that are now being played 

in so many more stations in 

Colombia and other plac-

es of the world and here in 

the United States as well.

Mexico has been such an 

important part of my ca-

reer. It’s a country that I 

owe so much to. And it’s 

been just a wonderful ex-

perience to be able to col-

laborate with some Mexi-

can artists as well on this 

album.

It’s my small homage to 

Mexican music, that genre 

and to the Mexican peo-

ple.

AP: “She Wolf” turns 15 this 

year. As a listener, that al-

bum felt like a shift in your 

career and so does this 

one. 

Do you see parallels?

SHAKIRA: I do, because it is 

the renaissance of the “She 

Wolf,” in a way. It is the re-

birth of that primal force 

that I feel that all women 

have within ourselves. It’s 

that force that allows us 

to give birth, feed our off-

springs, guarantee their sur-

vival of their species, fight 
whatever fight we have to 
fight against.
I had to resort to that She 

Wolf within me to be able 

to survive.

I was in a fight or flight sort of 
mode for a while and I think 

it is that She Wolf” within us 

women today that is taking 

society to where it’s going, 

you know, at the moment. 

Women are natural multi-

taskers. We can do every-

thing. We can really survive 

wars and rebuild cities af-

ter they’re destroyed. So, 

my life was in pieces after, 

you know, the dissolution 

of my family, and so many 

other things that I had to go 

through.

That’s why this album is 

called “Women No Longer 

Cry.” Because I feel that 

women, you know, for ages 

have been sent to cry with 

a script in their hands. And 

just because we women 

conceal our emotions in 

front of our kids and just 

show good manners and 

accept it all, and now it’s 

different. I think that as 

women now we decide 

when to cry, when not to 

cry and how to do it, if we 

decide to cry. So, it’s like 

no one has to tell us how to 

heal.

AP: I haven’t seen anyone 

refer to this as a “divorce 

album.”

SHAKIRA: This is not a di-

vorce album. It’s an album 

that gathers many different 

life experiences, that gath-

ers the transformation of 

vulnerability into resilience, 

the empowerment of find-

ing your strength.

It doesn’t only talk about 

pain; it also talks about tri-

umph. 

And that’s why these tears 

are not tears made of re-

sentment anger or just sad-

ness, but tears of triumph 

and tears of self-recog-

nition and finding confi-

dence within.

It’s not linear. There’s ups 

and downs and valleys 

and peaks. And this al-

bum is made of all of those 

dynamics.q

Shakira celebrates the official release of her new album, “Las Mujeres Ya No Lloran,” early Friday, 
March 22, 2024, in Hollywood, Fla.

Associated Press 

Q&A: How Shakira turned pain into art on her first album in seven 
years, ‘Las Mujeres Ya No Lloran’
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By JIM VERTUNO 

AP Sports Writer

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Hen-

drick Motorsports has a lot 

to be happy about as the 

team barrels toward its big 

40th anniversary celebra-

tion in two weeks.

William Bryon dominated 

on Sunday in his second 

win of the NASCAR season, 

which came at the Circuit 

of the Americas. Alex Bow-

man earned his third top-

four finish of 2024 at COTA, 
and Kyle Larson snatched 

a wild Xfinity Series win on 
Saturday.

That’s quite a roll ahead of 
the team’s planned cele-

brations for race weekend 

at Martinsville Speedway, 

where Hendrick Motors-

ports claimed its first win 
with Geoff Bodine in 1984 

when it raced under the 

name All-Star Racing.

The racing so far has pro-

duced its own party.

Byron is the only two-time 

winner through the first six 
races of the season. The 
first came at the Daytona 
500, where Bowman gave 

Hendrick a 1-2 finish at NAS-

CAR’s showcase race.
Byron’s victory at COTA 
was career win No. 12 and 
his first from pole position.
“I mean, just watching him 

qualify, how smooth he 
was. Same thing through-

out the race. Just seemed 

to put the car in all the right 

places,” Hendrick Motor-

sports Vice Chairman Jeff 

Gordon said. “A lot of cred-

it to William in doing that 

great job. Takes the whole 
team, the pit crew, every-

body. They’re truly on quite 
a run here to start this sea-

son off. Can’t wait to see 
where they take it next.”

The series moves to the 
short track at Richmond 

next week before Martins-

ville on April 7.

“We’re going to shoot for 
the stars,” said Byron’s crew 
chief, Rudy Fogle.

Hendrick will want a good 

showing at Martinsville, 

where team cars will sport 

special red paint schemes, 

owner Rick Hendrick will 

drive the pace car and 

Bodine and Gordon will be 

the grand marshals.

A Hendrick driver has won 

a race at Martinsville each 

of the last four years. The 
teams’ 28 overall Cup Se-

ries wins there are the most 

for the organization at any 

track on the circuit.

“Obviously Martinsville is 
big for the 40th anniversa-

ry,” Bowman said.

Bowman won there in 2021 
and has delivered big re-

sults in a season when he 

needed to. He hasn’t won 
since 2022, had the last two 
seasons marred by injuries 

and missed the playoff in 

2023.
“I don’t want to say, ‘Yeah, 
we’re back here 100%,’ but 
these last few weeks have 

been a step in the right di-

rection,” Bowman said.

“I’m personally working as 
hard as I’ve ever worked,” 
he said. “This year, I’m all 
in in every aspect of ev-

erything, whether it’s ex-

tra shifts in the (simulator), 

or correlating the tires, 

spending more time with 

the team or training in the 

gym.” Larson’s Xfinity win 
was a surprise even after 

he took pole position. He 

had to start from the back 

because his team had to 

replace a broken brake 

rotor, but he managed to 

fight his way through and 
snatch the win in overtime.

Larson was the first driver in 
a NASCAR series to win the 

pole and the race but lead 

only one lap while doing so. 

His win was the first for Hen-

drick Motorsports in Xfinity 
since the team returned to 

the series in 2022.
The only blemish to Hen-

drick’s big weekend was 
that Larson’s 17th-place 
finish in Sunday’s race 
dropped him out of the 

lead in the Cup Series 

standings. Larson is now 

fifth, just ahead of Bryon.
All four Hendrick drivers 

are in the top 11, but Joe 

Gibbs Racing drivers Martin 

Truex Jr. and Ty Gibbs are 
the new 1-2 in the season 
championship.q

William Byron celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race Sunday, March 24, 2024, 

at Circuit of the Americas in Austin, Texas.

Associated Press 

Another Byron win has Hendrick on a roll heading toward NASCAR 

team’s 40th anniversary party

By STEPHEN WHYNO 

AP Hockey Writer

When the Winnipeg Jets are 

at their best, they play a suf-

focating brand of hockey 

built around defense with 

elite goaltending and plen-

ty of scoring depth.

That was not the case for 
long stretches at the end 

of their most recent road 

trip, which finished on a 
three-game losing streak. 

They return home for a five-
game stretch looking to re-

gain some consistency with 

the aim of going on a long 

playoff run this spring.

“We’ve got to worry about 
us, worry about our process, 

make sure that we’re con-

sistent with our details, our 

compete and our execu-

tion,” defenseman Dylan 
DeMelo said after a 3-0 
defeat at Washington on 

Sunday. “That has wavered 
here in this last stretch. We 

haven’t been as consistent 
as we’d like to be. If our pro-

cess is right, we feel confi-

dent in going against any-

body in any building.”

For long stretches this sea-

son, the Jets have looked 

like a powerhouse capable 

of beating anyone in the 

NHL, a heavyweight Stanley 

Cup contender from the net 

out. Top center Mark Scheif-
ele is producing at a point-

a-game level, Kyle Connor 

has scored 30 goals and 
Connor Hellebuyck is on 

track for another Vezina Tro-

phy season as the league’s 
top goalie. Winnipeg has 

allowed the second-fewest 

goals of any team.

Allowing 13 goals in losses at 
the New Jersey Devils, New 
York Islanders and Capitals 
was about as out of char-

acter as it gets.

“Our details have to be 
better  a lot better than 

we’ve shown,” said assis-
tant Scott Arniel, who filled 
in for coach Rick Bowness 

during absences last week 

and earlier in the season for 

family or personal medical 

reasons.q

New York Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin, in background, 

watches as Winnipeg Jets center Mark Scheifele (55) celebrates 

after scoring with his teammates after scoring during the second 

period of an NHL hockey game, Tuesday, March 19, 2024, at 

Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Associated Press 

Winnipeg Jets look to rediscover some consistency as they aim for 

a long playoff run
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CLEARWATER, Fla. (AP) — 

Trea Turner’s speed and 

instincts helped him go per-

fect on the bases.

The Philadelphia Phillies’ 

star shortstop set a ma-

jor league record for most 

steals in a season without 

getting caught, going 30-

for-30 on the basepaths last 

year.

He wasn’t the only player 

who had a lot of success.

Thanks to several rules 

changes, runners swiped 

bags more proficiently and 
stolen bases across the 

majors increased 41% from 

2,486 in 2022 to 3,503 in 

2023. That was the most in 

a season since 1987.

Overall, basestealers had 

a success rate of 80.2%, up 

from 75.4% in 2022. Turner 

is one of only six players in 

MLB history to steal at least 

20 bases in a season at a 

100% rate.

National League MVP Ron-

ald Acuña Jr. led the ma-

jor with 73 steals, the most 

since Jose Reyes had 78 in 

2007. Esteury Ruiz swiped 67 

and Corbin Carroll stole 54.

“There’s a lot that goes into 

it, the count, how many 

outs, the score, who’s hit-

ting behind you, knowing 

the pitcher, how well do 

you read him, the catcher’s 

tendencies,” Turner said 

earlier this month about 

the art of stealing bases. 

“You just gotta be comfort-

able making it. I think it’s a 

lot of rhythm. I look at it as 

hitting or fielding where it’s 
like, sometimes I feel stuck 

and I can’t see it. And then 

sometimes you’re seeing 

everything so quick, you 

know I got this easy.”

The main reason stolen 

bases went up was the new 

rule limiting pitchers to two 

disengagements per bat-

ter. Pitchers can only dis-

engage from the pitching 

rubber  either to call time-

out or to attempt a pickoff 

throw  twice per plate ap-

pearance. If a runner ad-

vances during a plate ap-

pearance, the limit on dis-

engagements is reset.

“When you limit pickoff at-

tempts, that makes it so 

much easier,” Turner said.

Bryson Stott, Turner’s team-

mate and double-play 

partner, swiped 31 bags in 

34 tries last season. He said 

the disengagement rule al-

lowed him to be more ag-

gressive on the bases.

“I still have to get a jump off 

the pitcher and still have to 

beat the catcher’s throw 

and it’s still the same catch-

ers who were throwing out 

50 guys a season ago,” 

Stott said. “But I think you’re 

more comfortable in know-

ing that they don’t want to 

waste a pickoff in certain 

spots so your leads can be 

a little bigger, you can take 

more chances.

“If Bryce Harper is at the 

plate and I’m on first base 
and the pitcher has two ste-

poffs, is he going to waste 

a stepoff on me or does 

he want to step off, gather 

his thoughts and see what 

he wants to throw Bryce? 

So it’s just certain things 

throughout the game that 

kind of affect that.”

Other rule changes also 

contributed to some de-

gree to the rise in steals. A 

pitch clock implemented 

to speed up games forced 

pitchers to start their deliv-

ery in 20 seconds if there 

was a baserunner. The time 

is decreasing to 18 seconds 

this season.

“I actually thought the 

clock would be a little bit 

more important than it 

was,” Turner said. “I didn’t 

think it was as easy to time 

it up with the clock as I 

thought at first.”
Larger bases were intro-

duced to improve player 

safety and encourage 

more steals. Bases went up 

to 18-square inches from 

15-square inches.

“Maybe it made a differ-

ence on a handful of plays 

that were bang-bang but 

limiting pickoffs was the im-

portant factor,” Turner said.

The big question: what 

happens in Year 2 with the 

new rules? Baserunners and 

their coaches are bracing 

for pitchers and catchers 

to make adjustments.

“Teams are going to find 
ways to try to eliminate 

them,” said Paco Figueroa, 

the Phillies’ first base/bas-
erunning/outfield coach. 
“Maybe pitchers will use 

the second or third pickoff 

more, or maybe pitchers 

need to start being quicker 

to the plate.”

Pitchers are permitted a 

third pickoff try, but it’s a 

balk if the runner returns 

safely. Holding runners on 

base was a point of em-

phasis this spring for Chi-

cago White Sox right-hand-

er Michael Kopech, who 

gave up 32 stolen bases, 

second-most in the majors 

last season.

“We’ve worked on the 

slide-step a little bit,” said 

Kopech, who gave up 15 

steals in 2022. “But for me, 

there’s more of a comfort 

zone with the modified leg 
lift than a true slide step. It’s 

just being quick to the plate 

without being rushed.”

Cubs right-hander Kyle 

Hendricks also needed to 

address how to hold run-

ners better after his steals 

allowed went up from nine 

in 2022 to 23 in last season.

“Big-time focus on it at 

all times,” Kendricks said. 

“Throwing my bullpens, 

there’s a focus on it, of look-

ing the same in the stretch 

every time, not giving a dif-

ferent look or anything that 

could tip off the runner to 

get an early jump, and just 

making sure you’re quick to 

the plate.

“It’s gonna be really tough. 

We know there’s going to 

be a lot of running in the 

game, so it’s definitely a 
focus of ours. Just going 

to have to really be hy-

per aware of it, and hyper 

aware of yourself if you’re 

tipping anything to give 

them a chance to get off 

early, and then making 

sure you’re quick enough 

to the plate to give our 

guys a chance.”

Some players are taking a 

different approach on the 

basepaths. New York Yan-

kees rookie shortstop An-

thony Volpe uses a vault 

or momentum lead, which 

is more widely used in col-

lege ball. Instead of the 

typical three-to-four step 

lead, Volpe takes a small, 

two-step lead and then 

shuffles before taking off.
He led the Yankees with 24 

steals but also was caught 

five times.
“I personally can’t do it,” 

Stott said. “I worry that 

the second I take a jump, 

they’re going to pick me 

off. That is an art, and he’s 

really good at it. He’s under 

control with it. You see a lot 

of guys who are doing the 

jump lead and they acci-

dentally jump seven feet 

and then the pitcher is still 

holding the ball.

“But his leads aren’t very 

big and he takes the jump 

step and he knows the 

pitchers. I think a lot of guys 

are starting to pick up on 

that and seeing how he 

was kind of running wild.”

New rules. Different ideas. 

More running. It all adds ex-

citement to baseball.q

Philadelphia Phillies’ Trea Turner steals third base on his way to score on an RBI by Nick Castellanos 

during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Sunday, June 25, 2023, in 
Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 

MLB baserunners went wild last summer. In Year 2 with new rules, 
steals could keep piling up


